
 
 

PINOT NOIR 2010 REVIEWS 
 
Alder Yarrow, Vinography – April 2013 - Score: between 9 and 9.5 
Light to medium garnet in color, this wine smells of raspberry and black raspberry with a deep forest floor note. In the 
mouth deep earthy flavors tinged with crushed green herbs are shot through with veins of raspberry and black raspberry 
fruit. All of which lies on a thick hide of tannins that is quite muscular and forbidding. Excellent acidity This wine is a baby 
and needs some time to have the tannins settle into the wine and smooth out. The wine takes its name from a section of 
vineyard overlooking a steep drop. 13% alcohol.  
 

Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews – March 2013 - ★★★★ (17.5 points) 

“Classic pinot noir colour”... “The whole style of the wine is close to the top wine, showing potentially deep sweet florals, 
which may include boronia with a little more time, on red more than black cherry fruit. The flavours are burgundian through 
and through, with a suppleness which is enchanting. The main point of difference from the top wine is simply 
concentration, yet this is still good, the flavours long and resting on fruit. In one sense, these two wines finally put 
Marlborough on the serious New Zealand pinot noir map. Up till recently the district approach has been more quantitative. 
Cellar 3 – 8 years. Low sulphur here too.  

Jo Burzynska - New Zealand Herald - Viva Magazine - March 2013 
"A svelte biodynamic beauty with beguiling notes of rose, cherry and earth." 
 
Paul Tudor MW - Metro Top 100 Wines for Summer  - January 2013 - TOP 10 
Dark-cherry, plum and woodspice characters, the palate is tight knit, but also textured and savoury, with a fine, dry finish. 
A serious, structured pinot noir to impress your dinner guests. 

e-Robert Parker -  (Lisa Perrotti-Brown) - October, 2012 - 91 Points 
Medium deep ruby-purple in color, the 2010 Pinot Noir has expressive, warm red plum and red cherry compote notes with 
hints of cloves, cinnamon, lilacs and lavender. Medium-bodied with a good amount of red berry and spice flavors, it has 
medium levels of grainy tannins, with just enough balanced acid and a long finish 
 

Michael Cooper – New Zealand Listener – July 2012 - ★★★★★  

Winemaker Sam Weaver aims for “a delicate, refined” style, but his latest pinot noir is the boldest yet.  Estate-grown at an 
elevated site in the Waihopai Valley, it is deeply coloured, with ripe plus and spice flavours, dense, complex, savoury and 
firm.  A “complete” wine, it is already drinking well, but is likely to be long-lived. 
 

Gourmet Traveller Wine – Huon Hooke and Bob Campbell MW - October/November 2012 - ★★★★ 

Tasted alongside the 2009 this is equally refined but slightly less austere with more fruit and less savoury characters.  
Red cherry with floral suggestions supported by fine, drying tannins.  Striking pinot in a distinct house style and with clear 
cellaring potential 
 
The New Zealand Herald – John Hawkesby - October 2012 
Made with grapes from an exceptional vineyard above the Waihopai Valley, this wine is always reliable and produced in a 
distinctive style.  Full-flavoured with black cherry fruit and hints of earth and spice, it is wonderful.  
 
John Saker – Drinks  Sunday – July 2012 
“…..Churton winemaker Sam Weaver loves that fact that the day’s first rays of sun shine on his elevated, east facing 
Waihopai Valley vineyard.  He feels a vine, like a labourer, needs to rise early to put in a good day’s work.  And not having 
to bask in the later afternoon heat is a plus for sensitive pinot. 
If you need convincing, try the Churton Pinot Noir 2010 ($44), where classic violet perfumes and sweet dark fruit are 
tempered by a slately edge and a serious tannic platform.  Top Stuff.” 
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